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A FOND FAREWELL Making the Dean’s List 
NWALT Honored by University of Arkansas Fay 

Jones School of Architecture and Design

In December 2021, the Fay Jones School of Architecture and Design at the University of Arkansas 
recognized the Northwest Arkansas Land Trust as one of five civic organizations across Arkansas 
that are working to build a better culture and quality of life in their communities through design-
centered initiatives. 

"The land trust is honored to receive 
this recognition," Terri L. Lane, 
executive director, said. "We appreciate 
the Fay Jones School of Architecture 
and Design for highlighting land 
protection as a critical component of 
community leadership. What we set 
aside is as important as what we build. 
The future is bright when emerging 
leaders are being shown this valuable 
connection." 

Created in 2016 by Dean Peter 
MacKeith, the Dean's Medal 
recognizes each recipient’s significant 
contributions to the architecture and 
design culture of Arkansas and to the 
Fay Jones School's students and their 
education. 

"The Dean's Medal is intended 
to recognize individuals and 
organizations who would not 
otherwise be affiliated with the school 
as alumni or as faculty or as staff, but 
who we believe, with us, serve the 
greater good of the state and serve the 
common cause of the betterment of 
the built environment," MacKeith said.  

1,081 
ACRES COMMITTED 
TO CONSERVATION

3,500+ 
PEOPLE ENGAGED IN 
THE MISSION OF THE 

LAND TRUST

$744,00
DOLLARS RAISED

1,500+ 
STUDENTS ENGAGED 
IN ENVIRONMENTAL 

EDUCATION

3 
MILES OF TRAILS 

BUILT ON NATURAL 
PRESERVES

350+ 
LANDOWNERS 

REACHED

Milestones are the measure of a decade. Years can run 
together, but the moments and people and projects that 
propelled the mission of the land trust forward stand out 
and leave me thinking – wow, what a wonderful journey! 

After ten years at the helm of the land trust, I will be 
leaving in the coming months to pursue my next chapter. 
It has been my life’s passion to grow the land trust, and 
I couldn’t be prouder of what has been accomplished. 
Thousands of acres have been conserved, many species 
and the habitats they rely upon have been protected, 
places for future generations to enjoy nature have been 
established, and a strong organizational foundation has 
been built. 

So many people have been part of that story. 
Landowners, board members, community partners, 
donors, volunteers, and our wonderful staff team...
NWALT would not exist without you.   

In this annual report, we celebrate the highlights of 2021 
– and we look forward to a future for the Land Trust that 
continues to shine bright. 

Yours in Conservation – now and always, 

Terri Pam Nelson, NWALT Director of Land Protection, 
and Dr. Ethel Goodstein-Murphree, associate dean 
of the Fay Jones School of Architecture and Design
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What does it mean to save nature for all? And what does it look like to serve whole communities through land 
protection? 

In 2021, members from the Land Trust’s staff and board of directors had the opportunity to participate 
for eight months in a TRUE Training cohort, part of a community-based program to advance diversity, 
equity, and inclusion (DEI) in Northwest Arkansas. The staff and directors participated in peer learning 
opportunities, coaching sessions with experts in the field and developed individual DEI plans. The 
program is made possible by grants from the Walmart Foundation and Walton Family Foundation to the 
Arkansas Community Foundation. 

Through the training, the land trust had an opportunity to begin examining inequities in its unique 
land conservation work, and their deep historical roots. “It is an onion we’ll never finish peeling”, says 
Terri Lane, executive director of the land trust. “It isn’t a box to be checked, it’s something we must 
continually learn about, grow with, and evolve from.” 

At the conclusion of the training, the land trust was awarded a grant from the Walmart Foundation 
to continue in that journey. “Serving whole communities is something that is very important to us”, 
says Lane. “There isn’t one size that fits all. There is a vibrant and diverse community out there and our 
organization should reflect that.” 

SPRINGTOWN HERITAGE LOOP
The Northwest Arkansas Land Trust is preserving three historically 

significant properties in Springtown, a small Benton County town of 
149 residents, for public enjoyment and education.

The donated properties form the Springtown Heritage Loop and include the Flint Creek Headwaters 
Preserve, the Springtown Methodist Episcopal Church South, and the Myrtle Freeman and Jerry Riley 
Preserve, comprising about 23 total acres.

Permanently protecting these sites represents history and heritage at a time when the region's small 
towns and their characters are vanishing because of urban growth. 

Marson Nance, NWA land trust's director of land protection and stewardship, said Springtown is 
significant to the region's culture and natural history despite its small population.

"With the preservation of the 
Springtown Methodist Church, 
a historic home site and a 
natural area, which is home to a 
threatened fish species, all along 
a recognized Civil War Trail, the 
Land Trust is protecting a lot of 
conservation value within a small 
package," Nance said.

The Wasson family legacy in 
Springtown can also be traced 
to the Springtown Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, which 
was established in 1881 on 
Readings Road. Historians believe 
the building to be the oldest 
standing church in Northwest 
Arkansas. 

"The building represents a core 
structure in the community as it 
has since its first days in 1882," 
local historian Rick Parker said, 
“This building represents the 
lives, loves, deaths, births and history of those that have preceded us.  Sometimes it's good to step 
back and look at what life really was not that many years ago.  It will be nice to see people once again 
celebrate life on this site once more.

Nature for All: A Journey Toward Equity 
in Land Conservation



NORTHWEST ARKANSAS LAND TRUST 2021 ANNUAL REPORT6 7

Fire is often seen as a destructive force that 
must be extinguished as quickly as possible. 
However, in natural habitats, fire can be a 
catalyst for renewal of native plants and 
animals while also being one of the best 
ways to prevent out of control wildfires.  
Controlled burns, also known as prescribed 
fires, are one of the many tools that land 
managers use to sustain the health and 
productivity of land under their care.  

“In a forest setting, controlled burns are 
often used to reduce the amount of leaf 
litter and woody debris on the forest floor 
to help reduce the risk of a destructive 
wildfire, to alter the vegetative structure and 
composition of the forest, or to stimulate 
nutrient cycling and increase
site productivity” said Renee Sniegocki, 
NWALT Land Stewardship Manager.   

In January 2021, the Land Trust conducted a prescribed burn on 40-acres within the West Side 
Prairie conservation easement in Fayetteville.  In 2019, baseline monitoring identified 208 native 
plant species at the site, seven of which are species of special concern tracked by the Arkansas 
Natural Heritage Commission.  The burn was aimed at adaptive management of the prairie plant 
community within the conservation easement.  

 “In a grassland or prairie, prescribed fires are used to prevent brush and trees from overtaking, 
prevent build-up of dead vegetation which can inhibit new plant growth and lead to uncontrolled 
wildfire, improve habitat for many birds, insects, and mammals, and to reduce populations of 
invasive or exotic species,” said Sniegocki. 

LIFE IS IN THE DETAILS
Volunteers Document Blackburn Bluffs’ 

ecosystem and history
Good land stewardship starts with knowing 
what lives on the land. Surveys allow the Land 
Trust to identify the wildlife species that use 
the land either as part of their permanent 
habitat or as migratory or movement corridors. 
These surveys also help to identify any 
sensitive plant communities as well as cultural 
or historical areas on the property that need 
special consideration. Volunteers and partners 
are critical to these efforts. 

Volunteer biologists, botanists, and 
archeologists surveyed the Blackburn 
Bluffs Preserve in April 2021 on a three-day 
camping expedition to develop a baseline 
of the land, water, wildlife, and plant life. The 
group documented over 400 species of plant 
lit as well as two types of salamanders, the 
Oklahoma salamander (Eurycea tynerensis) 
and  Common Name (Scientific Name), that 
are classified by the state as species of greatest 
conservation need.  

 Blackburn Bluffs Preserve is a 300-acre 
property west of the Bobby Hopper Tunnel 
on I-49 in southern Washington County.  The 
Land Trust has now protected over 1,000 acres 
in this important scenic area, an important 
movement corridor for wildlife moving 
under the interstate, and part of the land 
trust’s ongoing efforts to establish a Boston 
Mountain Wildlife corridor between Devil’s 
Den State Park and the Ozark-St Francis 
National Forest. 

Renewed By Fire 
NWALT Spurs on Native Growth through Controlled burns

Renee Sniegocki, our Land Stewardship Manger, tending to a 
presribed burn at our West Side Praire conservation easement.
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PROTECTING WATERWAYS
JERRY HALL CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Landowners Larry and Marty Karigan-Winter donated 
113 acres of land outside of Huntsville to create a con-
servation easement. The largely undisturbed piece of 
land surrounds a large glade habitat, a unique out-
cropping of barren sandstone, that neighbors refer to 
as “Flatrock.” Nine freshwater springs on the property 
feed into a deep ravine that cuts the property half. 

While homesteaders in the 1800s grew corn, pump-
kins, and produced sorghum, most trees were never 
cleared for timber or cattle, and the land and sur-
rounding waters were not subjected to the use of ag-
ricultural chemicals. The Karigan-Winter family have 
operated an organic farm on the property since 1981. 
Keeping the land pristine for sustainable food pro-
duction was important in Larry’s decision to protect 
the land with a conservation easement. 

FARMLAND PROGRAM
PROTECTING OUR REGIONAL FOODSHED

The NWA Land Trust worked with landowner Jerry Hall to protect 84 acres along the West Fork of the 
White River with a conservation easement. The land was originally purchased by his great grandparents 

in the 1930s and operated as a dairy farm.

“Their business name was Petall Dairy, and they delivered fresh milk to the people of the Fayetteville 
area,” Jerry recalls. The human history of the land, however, goes back “more than 12,000 years.” Archeo-
logists from the University of Arkansas have documented several stone artifacts from Native American 
populations, as well as a pre-Civil War road through the property.

In addition to preserving the human history of the land, conserving the property will help protect water 
quality along the impaired river. The West Fork of the White River carries water through the Beaver Lake 
Watershed, the drinking source and recreation hotspot for half a million people in Northwest Arkansas. 

The trust worked with a cohort of partners, including the Watershed Conservation Resource Center, and 
Beaver Watershed Alliance, to protect and restore the land in the West Fork White River watershed as part 
of a Regional Conservation Partnership Program with funding from the USDA’s National Conservation 
Resource Service. Jerry’s property is located near several other projects along the waterway.  

Development along this stretch of the river is now prohibited, safeguarding the thousands of trees Jerry 
and his family have planted to restore the land.

The Kessler Mountain Outdoor Classroom and Nature Center is a 
community collaborative effort coordinated by the Northwest Ar-
kansas Land Trust. The mission is to raise the next generation of 
conservationists through research, outreach and education.

This unique program provides an outdoor learning experience for 
students of all ages, with a vision of teaching K-Ph.D. learners. Fa-
cilities include a ½-mile interpretive loop trail, native plant and rain 
garden, and a 1,500-square foot indoor nature center. The inter-
pretive trail is open to the public sunrise to sunset daily. The na-
ture center is available to schools and community groups through 
scheduled programs.

The Outdoor Classroom, located at the former Ozark Mountain 
Smokehouse off MLK in Fayetteville, provides environmental ed-
ucation programs for all ages, including guided field trips, open-
house family events, the Kessler Speaker Series featuring local 
experts and other community programs. Field trip activities are 
designed to meet current Next-Gen Science standards.For more 
information or to schedule a visit, email info@nwalandtrust.org.

Kessler Mountain 
Outdoor Classroom
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FOUNDATION & 
CORPORATE SUPPORT
The natural environment is one of our greatest economic assets in Northwest 
Arkansas. We are grateful to these foundations, corporations, and local businesses 
for investing in the protection of our most valuable natural lands.
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